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Principal's 
Welcome
Welcome to the Strabane Academy Sixth Form 
prospectus. We are passionate about learning and 
ensuring that our learners thrive and grow amidst our 
beautiful surroundings here in Strabane.  

We have high aspirations for every student and we strive to ensure 
that they are able to achieve their full potential through a clear 
focus on learning and achievement within a supportive environment. 
Working in partnership with parents, we support and challenge our 
students to ASPIRE, to be bold in their learning journey and to make 
the most of every opportunity.

We welcome all students, whether progressing from our Year 12 or 
transferring from other schools.  Young people only get one chance 
and we take our role in providing the best possible opportunities 
for them very seriously. We are proud of the excellent teaching, care 
and guidance that we offer, alongside the first class facilities and the 
wide range of opportunities in and beyond the classroom.  

Year on year, our students attain at the very highest levels and we 
are appreciative of our position alongside the very best schools in NI.  
We ensure that our students are exceptionally well prepared to make 
choices about their future, whether that is higher education, training 
or employment. 

What we value most is an outstanding learning 
community where students succeed and teachers 
thrive.  If you wish to be part of our success, 
please do not hesitate to make contact with us 
to find out more and if you would like to visit us 
in person you are always very welcome.  

I look forward to meeting you over the coming 
year and welcoming you to our Sixth Form.

Mr David Hampton 
Principal
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Our School  
Ethos

A mbition

S hine

P ride

I nitiative

R esilience

E njoyment

"A caring, supportive, close-knit 
community committed to 
providing an outstanding 
education that motivates and 
inspires all to reach their true 
potential in an atmosphere of 
mutual respect."

At Strabane Academy  
we endeavour to ensure  
that everyone aspires  
to be their best.

Strabane Academy

Heads of Year  
13 & 14 Welcome
We are delighted to welcome you to Strabane Academy 
Sixth Form and hope you find our prospectus informative 
of both the broad range of subjects we offer and  
the excellent pastoral care that underpins our sixth  
form experience. 

Beginning the Sixth Form is an exciting time when you will be 
making important decisions about the next steps in your education. 
Our supportive, nurturing sixth form alongside a rigorous academic 
program and many extra-curricular opportunities will ensure 
you flourish as you prepare for your chosen university course, 
apprenticeship or employment. We are proud of the extensive 
program of individual support, mentoring, leadership opportunities 
and enrichment activities we offer to build students confidence and 
prepare them for their next steps.

At Strabane Academy there are outstanding facilities in our sixth 
form. Students have access to a student common room, supervised 
study hall, gym, sixth form IT hub as well as many invaluable sixth 
form subject hubs. Our Sixth Form staff are caring, supportive and 
passionate about ensuring you achieve your potential. We equip our 
students to excel; fostering skills of problem solving, creativity and 
the ability to work both collaboratively and independently.

We hope you enjoy our prospectus and thank you for taking the 
time to read about life in our Sixth Form. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you need further advice or guidance in your decision.

We look forward to meeting you and 
welcoming you to our sixth form.

Mrs Sarah Gallagher  
& Mrs Laura Boyle  

Heads of  
Year 13 and 14
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This GCE qualification is available as a general qualification in Art and Design 
Combined studies, or as a specialism in Photography and Lens Based Media, 
Three-Dimensional Design, or Textiles.

Why choose Art & Design?

The study of GCE Art and Design creates a 

pathway to a future career in a creative or 

cultural field. It builds on the knowledge and skills 

developed at GCSE and Key Stage 3 and prepare 

students for further studies in a creative field.

Art and Design is unique in its inherent requirement 

to develop key transferable skills such as:

• creativity, personal motivation;

• project management and organisational skills; 

and

• innovation, higher level thinking & problem solving.

This qualification is designed to broaden 

and deepen knowledge, skills and contextual 

understanding of a range of art and design 

disciplines.

It encourages students to find alternative 

approaches and take risks with their work. 

It develops independent thinking, aesthetic 

responses and develops intellectual capabilities.

Course facts

Students can take the AS course as a final 

qualification or the AS units plus the A2 units for 

the full GCE A Level qualification.

It is designed to:

• Continue to build on the knowledge, 

understanding and skills developed in GCSE Art 

and Design and at Key Stage 3; and 

• Provide a sound basis for progression to higher 

educational course in Art and Design or study 

related to other areas of the creative and 

cultural industries.

Career pathways

Possible careers include advertising, architecture, 

art, curation, craft, jewellery, fashion design, 

car-design, film, costume design, special effects, 

make-up, photography, graphic design, set design, 

furniture design, interior design, music, animation, 

performing arts, publishing, software design, toys 

and games design, TV, radio and video games 
design. A wide range of STEM careers such as 
engineering now also require creative, artistic and 
design skills.

Skills you will develop

Art and Design helps develop key transferable 
skills and qualities which are highly sought after 
by employers. These include creativity, problem-
solving, resilience, imagination, empathy and 
innovation. It also promotes: 

• independent learning; 

• personal development and motivation; 

• the ability to find alternative approaches and 
take risks in creative pursuits; and 

• aesthetic and intellectual capacities. 

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Experimental Portfolio 

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

Teacher assessment with external moderation

AS 2  Personal Response 

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

Teacher assessment with external moderation

YEAR 2

A2 1  Personal and Critical Investigation

60% of A2 Level and 36% of A Level

Written element and teacher assessment  
with external moderation

A2 2  Thematic Outcome

40% of A2 Level and 24% of A Level

Teacher assessment with external moderation

Art & DesignBTEC Applied 
Science 

What will I study?

YEAR 1

Unit 1  Principles and Applications of 
Science

External exam

Unit 2  Practical Scientific Procedures 
and Techniques

Internally set and marked assignment

YEAR 2

Unit 3  Scientific Investigation skills 

Externally set and marked practical 
investigation

Plus 1 internally assessed science unit.

The remaining unit will be chosen 
from a range of topics, depending on 
the strengths of the group. It will be 
assessed as an internally set and marked 
assignment.

The extended certificate is equal to 1 A-level 
and provides UCAS points

The Applied Science course covers key concepts in Physical, Chemical and 
Biological science, including cells and tissues; genetics; atomic structure and 
chemical and physical properties and waves. The course also covers analytical and 
investigative practical techniques, with an emphasis on developing practical skills.

Why choose Applied Science?

This course will suit you if you are prepared 
to develop good practical skills by getting 
involved in lessons. You also need to be 
organised and able to listen carefully to 
advice. Most importantly, you should have 
a genuine interest in science as it requires a 
high degree of self-motivation.

Course facts

The BTEC Applied Science Extended 
certificate is made up of four units in total. 
These will be spread over 2 years.

The units are assessed either by formal 
exams, externally set, and marked practical 
assessments or by completion of a coursework 
portfolio, nearly 60% is assessed externally.

Career pathways

Learners develop the transferable and higher 
order skills which are valued by higher 
education providers and employers. 

Typical sectors include nursing and 
healthcare, sports and nutrition, engineering, 
biological and physical sciences and 
environmental and earth sciences. 

The qualification can be taken as part of 
a diverse programme, leaving progression 
options fully open. It can also give context 
to subjects which would benefit from some 
scientific background.
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Biology
Through the study of AS and A2 level Biology pupils will learn about living organisms, 
biological concepts and the value and responsible use of Biology in society.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Molecules and Cells 

37.5% of AS Level and 15% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

AS 2  Organisms and Biodiversity 

37.5% of AS Level and 15% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

AS 3  Practical Skills in AS Biology 

25% of AS Level and 10% of A Level

1hr written paper plus Teacher assessed 
practical exam with external moderation

YEAR 2

A2 1  Physiology and Ecosystems

24% of A Level

2hr 15m written paper

A2 2  Biochemistry, Genetics and 
Evolutionary Trends

24% of A Level

2hr 15m written paper

A2 3  Assessment Practical Skills in Biology

12% of A Level

1hr written paper plus Teacher assessed 
practical exam with external moderation

Course facts

You will need to have obtained a good standard 
at GCSE Science: Double Award, GCSE Science: 
Biology or other equivalent courses because the AS 
specification builds on the knowledge, understanding 
and skills developed within these subjects. 

The A2 specification builds on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills developed within the AS 
course. A good standard at GCSE Mathematics would 
also be beneficial if you plan to study GCE Biology.

Career pathways

Medicine (and related disciplines); Dentistry; 
Veterinary science; Pharmacology; Physiology; 
Biomedical Science and related industries; Forensic 
science; Education; Research; Accountancy; IT; 
Agriculture; and management.

Skills you will develop

Analysing, communicating, describing, evaluating, 
problem solving and practical manipulation. 
Developing the use of ICT.

This specification introduces learners to the dynamic business environment and 
the importance of entrepreneurial activity in creating business opportunities and 
sustaining business growth. Learners will have the opportunity to develop a wide 
range of essential skills required for higher education and employment.

Why choose Business Studies?

AS and A level in Business encourages 
learners to:

• develop an enthusiasm for studying 
business

• gain a holistic understanding of business in 
a range of contexts

• develop a critical understanding of 
organisations and their ability to meet 
society’s needs and wants

• understand that business behaviour can be 
studied from a range of perspectives

• generate enterprising and creative 
approaches to business opportunities, 
problems and issues

• be aware of the ethical dilemmas and 
responsibilities faced by organisations and 
individuals

• acquire a range of relevant business and 
generic skills, including decisionmaking, 
problem-solving, the challenging of 
assumptions and critical analysis

• apply numerical skills in a range of business

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Business Opportunities 

15% of A Level

1hr 15m written paper

AS 2  Business Functions 

25% of A Level

2hr written paper

YEAR 2

A2 3  Business Analysis and Strategy

30% of A Level

2hr 15m written paper

A2 4  Business in a Changing World

30% of A Level

2hr 15m written paper

Business Studies
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Chemistry
A Chemistry course is your ticket to understanding the world around you! It can also 
lead to an exciting career. From Agriculture to Zoology, from production to sales, in a 
forest, on a highway, or in a hospital, Chemistry is everywhere and touches our lives in 
countless ways!

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Basic Concepts in Physical and 
Inorganic Chemistry 

16% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

AS 2  Further Physical and Inorganic 
Chemistry and an Introduction to 
Organic Chemistry 

16% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

AS 3  Basic Practical Chemistry 

8% of A Level

1hr 15min written paper plus Teacher assessed 
practical exam with external moderation

YEAR 2

A2 1  Further Physical and Organic Chemistry

24% of A Level

2hr written paper

A2 2  Analytical, Transition Metals, 
Electrochemistry and Organic 
Nitrogen Chemistry

24% of A Level

2hr written paper

A2 3  Further Practical Chemistry

12% of A Level

1hr 15m written paper plus Teacher assessed 
practical exam with external moderation

Why choose Chemistry?

Chemistry can be interesting and fun, too. 
Understanding chemicals—whether those in 
your own home or at a chemical plant—will be 
important to you throughout your life. You will 
need to make decisions about what cars to buy, 
medications to take, and legislation that affects 
your environment. Having a good understanding of 
Chemistry will help you make the right decisions.

Course facts

Options for repeat modules: Yes – only in May/June

Career pathways

Compulsory A-Level for Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Dentistry, Veterinary Science and Dietetics. 

Finally let’s not forget about your employment 
prospects. Chemists are considered to have the 
skills that make them highly employable and can 
therefore almost always find a job, even in tough 
economic times.

GCE Digital Technology is for students interested in current and emerging 
technologies, the impact they have and how to use them effectively. 

Why choose Digital Technology?

New technologies, networks and services are 
transforming the way we communicate with 
each other, how we work and the way we 
learn. GCE Digital Technology gives students 
opportunities to develop advanced skills in a 
range of development environments and apply 
these to relevant work-related scenarios. 

Career pathways

• Software Engineer

• Teaching

• Computer 
Programmer

• Systems Analyst

• Project Manager

• Web/Graphic 
Designer

• Game-Maker

• Database 
Administrator

• Systems Support

Skills you will develop

Students will also acquire other skills valued 
in further and higher education, as well as 
in the workplace; these include research, 
investigation, analysis, communication skills, 
problem solving and working with others.

• Specialist ICT Skills Application

• Software Skills

• Skills in developing, presenting & 
communicating Information

• Problem-Solving & Working with Others

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Approaches to System Development

20% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

AS 2  Fundamentals of Digital Technology

20% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

YEAR 2

A2 1  Information Systems

40% of A Level

2hr 30m written paper

A2 2  Application Development  
(Case Study)

20% of A Level

Internal Portfolio Assessment

Digital Technology
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Drama
The syllabus provides opportunities for candidates to pursue particular aspects of 
study within the context of general knowledge and experience of the theatre.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Interpreting Drama 

40% of AS Level

1hr 45m written paper

AS 2  Process and Performance 

60% of AS Level

Portfolio

YEAR 2

A2 1  Drama and Theatre

40% of A Level

3hr written paper

A2 2  Creating Original Drama

30% of A Level

Teacher assessed performance and 
notebook with external moderation

A2 3  Making Theatre

30% of A Level

Externally assessed coursework

Course facts

Although the study of GCSE Drama is not 
necessary to do the A-Level course, if a 
student has GCSE Drama, at least a Grade 
C is compulsory. For any student who does 
not have a GCSE in the subject, a Grade B in 
English is preferable, Grade C essential.

Preparation for this examination will be 
through related theory and practice.

Good attendance and punctuality will be 
essential and students should be prepared 
to involve themselves willingly in all work 
prescribed, both written and practical. In 
particular, students should note that, in the 
spring term, they will have to spend time 
after school (and, occasionally, evenings) 
rehearsing their practical piece for moderation. 
They should also visit the theatre as often as 
possible in addition to organised group theatre 
visits to plays on the syllabus or related to it.

In the new specification (2016), the A-Level 
in Theatre Studies has been divided into two 
discrete syllabuses - the Advanced Subsidiary 
(AS-Level) and the (A-Level) awards.

Career pathways

Success in this subject will lead to diverse 
opportunities in third level education as 
well as a wide variety of careers in the 
Arts. Past students' choices have included 
professional acting, teaching, advertising, 
the media and law.

This course demands a high level of critical awareness and aims to develop the 
ability to express that awareness through an extensive and accurately used critical 
vocabulary. AS/A2 students are encouraged to be independent thinkers and consider 
a range of interpretations of texts before arriving at an informed personal response. 

Why choose English Literature?

This study of English Literature aims to encourage 
students to:

• engage critically and creatively with a substantial 
body of texts and ways of responding to them;

• develop and apply effectively their knowledge of 
literary analysis and evaluation;

• explore the contexts of the texts they are 
reading and others’ interpretations of them;

• deepen their understanding of the changing 
traditions of literature in English;

• carry out independent research and present 
personal responses in the form and language 
appropriate to literary study;

• develop advanced study skills that help them 
prepare for third level education;

Course facts

At this level, students will be encouraged to take 
more responsibility for their own learning and a 
considerable amount of reading, research and 
preparation will be done in the students’ own time. 

In keeping with the Department’s emphasis on wider 
reading, students are encouraged to read extensively 
a range of classic and contemporary literature and 
to share their opinions on what they read frequently 
with fellow students, all of which should enhance 
their enjoyment and appreciation of literature.

Career pathways

English Literature is a subject that helps to develop 
many important skills and attributes. The close 
reading skills required help to develop both powers 
of analysis and independence of thought. As well 
as the more obvious professions of teaching and 
journalism, there are many others for which the study 
of English Literature is an excellent preparation. 

Recently qualified students have gone to university 
to study a variety of subjects including: English 
Literature, Teaching, Fashion and Communication, 
SEN and Early Childhood Education, Computer 
Science, International Politics and Conflict Studies, 
Social Work, Biology, History, Health Studies, 

English Literature

Drama, Criminology, Psychology, Law, Linguistics, 
Sociology and Speech and Language.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  The Study of Poetry 1900–Present and 
Drama 1900–Present

60% of AS Level and 24% of A Level

AS 2  The Study of Prose Pre 1900 Prose

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

YEAR 2

A2 1  Shakespearean Genres

20% of A Level

A2 2  The Study of Poetry Pre 1900 and 
Unseen Poetry

20% of A Level

A2 3  Internal Assessment

20% of A Level

2,500 word essay
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Geography
Students become aware of the important relationships between societies, economies, 
cultures and environments. They will also have the opportunity to relate what they 
have studied to the world around them. 

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Physical Geography

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

1hr 15m written paper

AS 2  Human Geography with skills and 
techniques

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

1hr 15m written paper

AS 3  Fieldwork Skills and Techniques 
in Geography

20% of AS Level and 8% of A Level

1hr written paper

YEAR 2

A2 1  Physical Processes, Landforms 
and Management

24% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

A2 2  Processes and Issues in Human 
Geography

24% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

A2 3  Decision Making in Geography

12% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper

Why choose Geography?

Through studying GCE Geography 
specification, students will learn about:

• Geographical concepts and processes;

• Interactions between people and their 
environment;

• The challenges of sustainability of the 
environment to secure a future for our 
children;

• The importance of attitudes and values.

Course facts

Stretch and challenge takes the form of open-
ended questions on A2 1 and A2 2. The study 
of this specification provides a sound basis for 
progression to higher education

There is no coursework element at ‘A’ level. 
Students complete practical fieldwork 
activities and use these to produce a table of 
results and summary report which is brought 
into the AS 3 exam and used to complete 
fieldwork-related questions.

Career pathways

There are many careers associated with the 
study of Geography, these include:

• Environmental planning, transport, 
environmental science, teaching, 
meteorology, ordnance survey.

• However, Geography is also a useful 
subject to allow students access to other 
courses. It is regarded as a science for 
the study of e.g. Speech and Language 
Therapy, Civil Engineering.

• Former Geography students have gone on to 
study Medicine, Dentistry, Law, Accountancy.

The syllabus is aimed at broadening a student’s political and social education and 
encouraging a critical awareness both of political behaviour and the development of 
political institutions.

Course facts

No specific subject attainment at GCSE level is 
required although it is expected that students 
possess a strong English Language grade, preferably 
Grade C or higher. An ability to write constructively 
and produce coherent arguments is an advantage. 
Students will also be expected to read widely from 
texts and quality newspapers.

There is no coursework module in Government and 
Politics at AS Level. The examination at Advanced 
Level requires the completion of the AS-Level and 
an additional two written papers.

Career pathways

An Advanced Level study in this subject is 
acceptable for entry into specific careers such 
as Law, Journalism, Public Relations and Local 
Government as well as a wide range of other careers 
which value the particular skills which A-Level 
Government and Politics helps to develop.

Skills you will develop

The course aims to develop the skills of enquiry, 
evaluation and analysis as well as promoting 
effective communication, both oral and written.

Government & Politics

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  The Government and Politics of 
Northern Ireland

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

1hr 15m written paper

AS 2  The British Political Process 

60% of AS Level and 24% of A Level

1hr 45m written paper

YEAR 2

A2 1  Comparative Government 

35% of A Level

2hr 15m written paper

A2 2  Political Power and Political Ideas

25% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper
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Health & Social Care
The Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE’s in Health and Social Care offer 
students the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding that provide 
a broad educational basis that will advantage them when entering into employment 
or higher education within the health and social care sector. 

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Promoting Quality Care

10% of A Level

Teacher assessed

AS 2  Communication in Health, Social Care 
and Early Year Settings

10% of A Level

Teacher assessed

AS 3  Health and Well-Being

20% of A Level

2hr written paper

YEAR 2

A2 3  Providing Services

30% of A Level

2hr written paper

A2 4  Health Promotion

15% of A Level

Teacher assessed

A2 5  Supporting the Family

15% of A Level

Teacher assessed

Course facts

The specifications examine the structures which 
exist within Northern Ireland in the health and 
social care sectors and explore issues which have 
regional, national, European and global dimensions. 
Within Strabane Academy Health and Social Care 
is offered as a single award.

Career pathways

• Childcare

• Nursing

• Midwifery

• Social work

• Teaching 

• Paramedics

Skills you will develop

• Communication 

• Core ICT 

• Presentation 

• Group work 

• Independent learning

• Analytical 

• Research

‘Every moment happens twice: inside and outside, and they are two different 
histories.’ Zadie Smith, from the novel White Teeth

Why choose History?

The study of history is about more than 
simply memorising dates and the deeds of 
famous figures. History is a chronicle of human 
behaviour – a real-life drama full of villains and 
heroes, the mighty and the meek. It examines 
the circumstances that moved its players to 
transform people and places (for better and 
for worse), and it holds the answers to how 
and why our lives are fashioned the way they 
are today – from our language, fashion and 
technology to our sports, political systems and 
religious practices.

Skills you will develop

History is inescapable and studying History 
is important to provide people with a sense 
of the past. This allows people to understand 
how cultural, social and societal values 
developed overtime and allows us to live in an 
era we weren’t present in. 

Also, History can open up a wide range of 
opportunities for further and higher education 
with interesting and rewarding careers. 
Through following this course, you will have 
the opportunity to develop skills that are 
transferable and are highly sought after by 
employers. If you wish to continue with your 
study of History at degree level, you will 
need to complete the full A Level course 
comprising the two units at AS together with 
the two at A2. 

You will have the opportunity to develop 
your skills and increase your self-confidence 
through researching, organising information, 
having a questioning approach to the 
evidence before you, arguing a case, reaching 
balanced conclusions based on the evidence 
and writing in a clear and coherent way. 
These are skills which are highly desired 
by employers and will help you in further 
education, to succeed in your chosen career 
as well as in everyday life.

History

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Historical Investigations and 
Interpretations 

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

AS 2  Historical Conflict and Change 

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

YEAR 2

A2 1  Change Over Time 

20% of A Level

A2 2  Historical Investigations  
& Interpretations

40% of A Level

An interest in History may direct you to a 
perhaps a more specialist career as an 

• Archaeologist

• Archivist working 
in a records office

• Historical researcher

• Solicitor

• Barrister 

• Museum curator 

• Genealogist

Career pathways

Many History students go on to have interesting 
and challenging careers, for example in: 

• The media

• Politics

• Information work, 
Journalism, writing 
or editorial work

• Teaching

• Lecturing

• Business 

• Civil service

• Library
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IT
The OCR Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in IT –L3 qualification aims to 
develop your knowledge, understanding and skills of the principles of IT and Global 
Information Systems. 

Why choose IT?

You will gain an insight into the IT sector as they 
investigate the pace of technological change, 
IT infrastructure, and the flow of information on 
a global scale, and the importance of legal and 
security considerations. Designed in collaboration 
with experts spanning the breadth of the sector, 
the Level 3 Cambridge Technical in IT focus on 
the requirements that today’s universities and 
employers demand.

A wide range of centre assessed units with 
practical and wider project-based assessment 
opportunities, as well as examined units on the 
Fundamentals of IT, Global Information, Cyber 
Security, and Cloud Technology has resulted in 
focused qualifications. You will practically apply 
your skills and knowledge.

You gain an insight into:

• Understanding and skills of the essentials of IT 
and Cyber Security. 

• IT sector as you investigate the pace of 
technological change, 

• IT infrastructure on a global scale,

• Cloud Technology, 

• The importance of legal and security 
considerations, 

• Transferable skills that employers want from 
students. 

Course facts

This course is vocational and is assessed through 
approx. 60% exam and 40% coursework across the 
two years. All 5 units need to be complete before 
qualification is awarded unlike traditional A-levels. 
Grades awarded are Distinction*, Distinction, Merit 
and Pass.

Entry Requirements: There is no requirement to 
have studied GCSE ICT/Digital Technology.

Career pathways

• 3D Animation or 
Graphic design

• Customer service

• Data Entry

• Database

• Electronics technician 
or engineer

• Engineer

• Freelancer

• Hardware

• Networking or 
System Administrator

• Programmer or 
Software developer

• Quality Assurance 
(QA), System  
analyst or Tester

• Repair and fix

• Sales

• Technical Support 
(Technician or  
Help Desk)

• Technical Writing

• Security expert

• Webmaster or  
Web Designer

What will I study?

YEAR 1

Unit 1   Fundamentals of IT

Written paper

Unit 2  Global Information

Written paper

Unit 17  Internet of Everything

Written paper

YEAR 2

Unit 17  Internet of Everything

Portfolio

Unit 3  Cyber Security

Written paper

Unit 9  Product Development

Portfolio

This subject is built upon some skills which are met at higher level GCSE but which are 
extended to and added to during the Additional Maths Course.

Why choose Mathematics?

The course is composed of studies in Pure 
Maths, Statistics and Mechanics.

Career pathways

• Medicine

• Engineering

• Social work

• Computer 
Programming

• Dentistry

• Veterinary

• Teaching

• Economics

• Computing 

• Accountancy

Skills you will develop

• Problem solving skills

• Clear, logical thinking

• Analytical reasoning

• Creativity

• Competence in numerical skills

• Communication 

• Make deductions and draw conclusions 

• Accuracy

• Analysis and interpretation of information 

Mathematics

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Pure Mathematics

60% of AS Level and 24% of A Level

1hr 45m written paper

AS 2  Applied Mathematics

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

1hr 15m written paper

YEAR 2

A2 1  Pure Mathematics 

36% of A Level

2hr 30m written paper

A2 2  Applied Mathematics

24% of A Level

1hr 30m written paper
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Media Studies

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Investigating the Media

24% of A Level

2hr 15m written paper

AS 2  Creating a Media Production

16% of A Level

Non-exam assessment

YEAR 2

A2 2  Media in the Global Age

36% of A Level

2hr 30m written paper

A2 2  Creating a Cross-Media Production

24% of A Level

Non-exam assessment

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Journalism in Print

40% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

2hr written paper

AS 2  Print Portfolio

60% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

Portfolio

YEAR 2

A2 1  Platform Journalism and Digital 
Interactivity

30% of A Level

2hr written paper

A2 2  Online Print and Broadcast 
Feature Portfolio

30% of A Level

Teacher assessed practical exam  
with external moderation

Journalism in  
the Media &  
Communications  
Industry
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Modern Languages - 
French and German

The study of Modern Languages aims to develop students’ enthusiasm for and 
understanding of the language and culture in a variety of contexts.

Course facts

Students learn to communicate confidently, clearly 
and effectively in French or German for a range 
of purposes. They also develop knowledge and 
understanding of themes relating to the society 
and culture, past and present, of a country or 
community where the language is spoken.

Language learning can open up a world of 
opportunities. The knowledge and advanced skills 
that students acquire will help them progress to 
further study, higher education or employment and 
take their place in a multilingual, global society.

Career pathways

Languages are useful in the following areas:

Computer programmer, credit controller, 
customer support adviser, interpreter, teacher, 
language trainer, translator, engineering, banking, 
civil service, travel and tourism, secretary/pa, 
marketing, public relations, pharmaceutical work, 
journalism and media, transport and distribution, 
website design.

Skills you will develop

This specification builds on learning from Key 
Stage 4 and gives students opportunities to 
continue to develop the Cross-Curricular Skills and 
the Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities.

There is a focus on language and communication 
skills, knowledge and understanding of societal, 
political and cultural issues in French-speaking 
countries or communities and further afield. 
Students can also develop higher order thinking 
skills, such as independent learning and analytical 
and evaluative thinking. They have the opportunity 
to engage in independent research and use 
multimedia to present their findings. This skills 
development gives them a sound basis for 
progression to higher education.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Speaking

30% of AS Level and 12% of A Level

Oral exam

AS 2  Listening, Reading & Use of Language

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

2hr written paper

AS 3  Extended Writing

30% of AS Level and 12% of A Level

1hr written paper

YEAR 2

A2 1  Speaking

18% of A Level

Oral exam

A2 2  Listening, Reading & Use of Language

24% of A Level

2hr 45m written paper

A2 3  Extended Writing

18% of A Level

Written paper

This subject is built upon some skills which are met at higher level GCSE but which are 
extended to and added to during the Additional Maths Course.

Course facts

WJEC claim to offer a coherent combination  
of four areas of study.

• Exercise physiology, performance analysis  
and training

• Sport Psychology

• Skill acquisition

• Sport and society

Career pathways

Potential Careers in PE include:

Chiropractor, Physical Therapist, Occupational 
Therapist, Athletic Trainer, Physical Education 
Teacher, Fitness Specialist (Personal Trainer, 
Fitness Director), Recreation Worker, 
Dance Medicine and Science, Geriatric 
Fitness Specialist, Gerontology, Careers 
in Gerontology, Athletic coach, Dance 
Education, Exercise Science/Sports Medicine, 
Sports Management, Sports Medicine, Health 
Educator, Media.

Physical Education

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Exploring physical education

60% of AS Level and 24% of A Level

1hr 45m written paper

AS 2  Improving personal performance  
in physical education

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

Non exam assessment

YEAR 2

A2 3  Evaluating Physical Performance

36% of A Level

2hr written paper

A2 4  Refining personal performance  
in Physical Education

24% of A Level

Non exam assessment
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Physics
Advanced GCE Physics will give you a fascinating insight into the world of Physics.  
It reveals the link between theory and experiment and informs you about how physics 
has developed and is used in present-day society. 

Why choose Physics?

This course is suitable if you wish to further 
your education in physics. You can take this 
course as a 1 year AS level course which would 
be beneficial for use with many subjects you 
would like to study in the future and it would 
also be beneficial in various careers. If you go 
on to study the full GCE (ie both the AS and 
A2 course) then it provides a good foundation 
for further study at university or for students 
going into the world of work.

Course facts

Students can take the AS course as a final 
qualification; or the AS units plus the A2 units 
for a full GCE A level qualification.

In Year 13 you will study 3 units at AS level and 
in Year 14 you will study 3 units at A2 level.

Each unit is available for assessment in 
summer each year. It is possible to resit 
individual AS and A2 assessment units once 
and count the better result for each unit 
towards an AS or A level qualification.

Career pathways

• Engineering
• Particle Physics
• Astrophysics
• Materials science.
• Medical Physics

• Geophysics
• Computing
• Applied maths
• Meteorology
• Teaching

Skills you will develop

• Analysing
• Evaluating
• Communicating

• Problem solving

• Practical skills

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Forces, Energy and Electricity 

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

1hr 45 mins written paper

AS 2  Waves, Photons and Astronomy 

40% of AS Level and 16% of A Level

1hr 45 mins written paper

AS 3  Practical Techniques  
and Data Analysis

20% of AS Level and 8% of A Level

Two 1hr 30 mins papers

YEAR 2

A2 1  Deformation of Solids, Thermal 
Physics, Circular Motion, Oscillations 
and Atomic and Nuclear Physics

40% of A2 and 24% of A level 

2hr written paper

A2 2  Fields, Capacitors & Particle Physics

40% of A2 and 24% of A level

2hr written paper

A2 3  Practical Techniques  
and Data Analysis

20% of A2 and 12% of A level 

Two 1hr papers

GCE Religious Studies is made up of two levels: AS and A2. The AS can be taken 
as a ‘stand alone’ qualification without progression to A2. However, to obtain the 
Advanced GCE qualification, students must complete both the AS and A2 levels. 

Why choose Religious Studies?

Studying A Level Religious Studies will help 
develop your understanding of religious beliefs, 
practices and values. From this, you will be 
encouraged to reflect upon your own attitudes, 
and those of others, to the topics under 
consideration. The AS course can be taken as a 
final qualification or as the first half of the A Level 
qualification. If you wish to obtain a full A Level 
qualification, you must complete the second half of 
the course referred to as A2.

If you are interested in learning more about 
religious traditions and beliefs, philosophical or 
ethical approaches to religion, then this course 
will give you the opportunity to achieve this. By 
studying Religious Studies, you will be able to 
engage with challenging questions concerning the 
meaning and purpose of life which will help you 
develop your own beliefs and values.

Religious Studies is a popular choice at A level 
and can open up a wide range of opportunities for 
further and higher education and interesting and 
rewarding careers. If you wish to continue with 
your study of Religious Studies at degree level, 
you will need to complete the full A Level course 
comprising the two units at AS together with the 
two at A2. 

Course facts

GCE Religious Studies is made up of two levels: 
AS and A2. The AS can be taken as a ‘stand alone’ 
qualification without progression to A2. However, 
to obtain the Advanced GCE qualification, students 
must complete both the AS and A2 levels. 

The specification has a modular structure and 
students are required to study two units of study 
at each level. Students must study the same units 
at AS and A2. For example, if students study AS 
1 at AS level they must study A2 1 at A2 level and 
if students study AS 2 at AS level they must also 
study A2 2 at A2 level and so on.

There is no coursework requirement for this 
specification.

Religious Studies

Career pathways

Through studying Religious Studies, you will 
learn how to critically evaluate different topics 
and issues, developing your skills in considering 
evidence and arguing a case based on the 
evidence. Students of Religious Studies can go on 
to have careers, for example in teaching, medicine, 
public service, advice work, counselling, journalism, 
ministry, social work, charity organisations, youth 
work and community work.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  An Introduction to the Gospel of Luke

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level*

Two 1hr 20min papers

AS 7  Foundations of Ethics with Special 
Reference to Issues in Medical Ethics

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level*

Two 1hr 20min papers

YEAR 2

A2 1  Themes in the synoptic Gospels

30% of A2 

Two 2hr papers

A2 7  Global Ethics

30% of A2 

Two 2hr papers

* if continued to A2
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Technology & Design
In modern society, the constant demand for consumer goods can only be satisfied 
by new products being brought to the market place. This qualification will appeal to 
those who have an interest in product/systems design. 

Why choose Technology & Design?

In GCE Technology and Design students will study 
technology and design in a range of contexts 
including home, school and industry. They will learn 
about the creation of products and/or systems.

They will investigate and analyse existing products, 
and design, manufacture and evaluate their own 
products. Students will study either electronic and 
microelectronic control systems or mechanical and 
pneumatic control systems, or product design.

Course facts

In the AS units, students study a common core 
of design and materials and a specialised study 
of systems and control (either electronic and 
microelectronic systems, or mechanical and 
pneumatic systems) or product design. Students 
also complete a product development task that is 
internally assessed.

Students who continue to A2 will explore systems 
and control, (either electronic and microelectronic 
systems, or mechanical and pneumatic systems) or 
product design in greater detail than at AS level. 
The A2 course includes a design and make task 
that is internally assessed.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

AS 1  Design & Materials and Systems & 
Control or Product Design

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

Two 1hr papers

AS 2  Coursework: Product Development

50% of AS Level and 20% of A Level

Internal assessment

YEAR 2

A2 1  Systems & Control or Product Design

30% of A level 

2hr written paper

A2 2  Coursework: Product-System  
Design and Manufacture

30% of A level 

Internal assessment

The course consists of 7 units covering a broad range of subjects and applications. 
Coursework includes practical and project work and assignments based on realistic 
workplace situations and activities. 

Course facts

• Focus on a vocational context and on 
development of specific knowledge and 
skills for the land based sector.

• Resources include local case studies 
of diversified land based production 
systems and businesses, a renewable farm 
associated with the South West College and 
renewable energy demonstration projects. 

• Students also visit relevant DARD Focus 
Farms to explore best-practise in the land-
based sector.

• Each unit will be assessed and graded 
individually with an overall grade for the 
qualification awarded on completion. 
Assessment is 100% coursework based, 
with no exams.

Skills you will develop

• Livestock and grassland practical  
management skills

• Enterprise and business development

• Specific knowledge of diversified land  
based activities

BTEC Agriculture - 
Land Based Business

What will I study?

Understand and carry out farm  
livestock husbandry 

10 credits

Grassland management 

10 credits

Undertake an Investigative Project  
in the Land-based Sector 

10 credits

Undertake Land-based Industries 
Pollution & Waste Control Management 

10 credits

Manage Agricultural Environments 

10 credits

Understand the Principles  
of Plant Science 

5 credits

Understand the Principles  
of Plant Science 

5 credits

strabaneacademy.co.uk  Strabane Academy     @Academy Strabane    INSTAGRAM strabane_academy26 27



BTEC Applied Science 
at South West College

A BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science is the equivalent of one A 
Level The course is modular, with students taking six subjects over two years.

Course facts

The BTEC Nationals in Applied Science have been 
developed in the science sector to:

• give learners the opportunity to acquire 
technical and employability skills, knowledge 
and understanding which are transferable 

• give learners the opportunity to enter 
employment in the science sector or to progress 
to vocational qualifications such as Applied 
Biology, Applied Chemistry or health-related or 
other science-related qualifications

• increasing understanding of the role of the 
science technician or assistant practitioner, their 
relationship with the scientific community and 
their responsibilities towards the community and 
the environment

• give learners the opportunity to develop a range 
of skills and techniques, personal skills and 
attributes essential for successful performance 
in working life.

This qualification may provide a route to 
employment in the science industry e.g.

• working as a quality control technician/analyst, 
where the employee works in a production plant

• laboratory carrying out analytical tests 
using modern instrumentation, ICT and data 
interpretation

• working in a research laboratory in the 
development of new drugs. Managing projects 
that include setting up apparatus, measuring 
and handling chemical substances, following 
procedures, carrying out observations and 
measurements, separating and analysing products

• working in the chemical industry, involved with 
testing materials

• working with the forensic science service or using 
their analytical skills in the chemistry industry

• working in chemical companies developing 
fertilisers and other plant feeds

• working for a scientific magazine or journal, 

• working in a biotechnology laboratory carrying 
out fermentation and purification processes.

What will I study?

Fundamentals of Science 

Working in the Science Industry

Scientific Practical Techniques 

Perceptions of Science

Microbiological Techniques

Physiology of Human Body Systems

The BTEC qualification in Children’s Care, Learning and Development provide much 
of the underpinning knowledge for the National Occupational Standards in Children’s 
Care, Learning and Development, as well as a good deal of the underpinning 
knowledge for the National Occupational Standards in Playwork. Consequently they 
act as a robust introduction to both sectors. They prepare learners for employment in 
the sectors or for Higher Education.

Course facts

This BTEC qualification in Children’s Care, Learning 
and Development has been developed in the 
children’s sector to focus on:

• Education and training for children’s care, 
learning and development;

• Giving learners the opportunities to achieve 
a nationally recognised Level 3 vocationally 
specific qualification;

• Giving learners the opportunity to gain a 
nationally recognised vocationally specific 
qualification to progress to higher education 
vocational qualifications including a Foundation 
Degree;

• Giving learners the opportunity to develop a 
range of skills and techniques, personal skills and 
attributes essential for successful performance 
in working life.

The BTEC qualification in Children’s Care, Learning 
and Development consists of 5 core units – all 
learners should successfully complete all units, i.e. 
achieve at least a pass grade, in order to achieve 
the whole qualification. There are no examinations 
and all units will be assessed through coursework.

Learners must also complete 60 hours placement 
in an early years setting, which will be arranged 
with the help of school (schools to carry out 
Access NI).

Students must successfully complete Year 13 to 
allow progression to Year 14

BTEC Children’s  
Care, Learning and 
Development

What will I study?

Positive Relationships for Children’s Care, 
Learning and Development

Positive Environments for Children’s Care, 
Learning and Development

Promoting Children’s Development

Safeguarding Children

Reflecting on Practice in the Children’s Care, 
Learning and Development Sector
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BTEC Manufacturing 
Engineering 

This course allows students to gain a qualification allowing them to sample the area 
of Engineering. The courses are accredited through Edexcel and are equivalent to AS 
and A2 qualifications and carry UCAS points.

Course facts

Pearson BTEC L3 Award in Advanced 
Manufacturing Engineering

The design of the qualifications has taken 
into account local employment needs and 
developments within the field of Engineering. This 
ensures that students following these qualifications 
are using industry standard equipment and 
software which will provide them with a practical 
experience of Engineering.

The qualification assessment is through 
assignments and each individual unit is graded, 
either Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction.

What will I study?

YEAR 1 - BTEC LEVEL 3  
CERTIFICATE IN ENGINEERING

Unit 1  Health and safety in the 
Engineering Workplace 

Unit 12  Engineering Drawing for 
Technicians

Unit 20 Applications of Computer 
Numerical Control in Engineering

YEAR 2 - BTEC LEVEL 3  
SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA IN ENGINEERING

Unit 8  Mechanical Principles of 
Engineering Systems

Unit 56  Electrical and Electronic Principles 
in Engineering

Unit 11  Electro, Pneumatic and Hydraulic 
Systems and Devices

This course provides students with an introduction to the computer games industry.  
It combines computer games theory with practical training to ensure students gain an 
insight into the games development process. The course encourages students to think 
of their own game ideas and allows them to develop these.

Course facts

• Focus on a vocational context and on 
development of specific knowledge and skills for 
the land based sector.

• Resources include local case studies of 
diversified land based production systems and 
businesses, a renewable farm associated with 
the South West College and renewable energy 
demonstration projects. 

• Students also visit relevant DARD Focus Farms 
to explore best-practise in the land-based sector.

• Each unit will be assessed and graded individually 
with an overall grade for the qualification 
awarded on completion. Assessment is 100% 
coursework based, with no exams.

Career pathways

This course provides students with their first step 
towards a career in Computer Games Development 
and Multimedia. Many universities both locally and 
in the UK, now offer Computer Games Development 
degree courses as well as closely linked Computer 
Animation and Multimedia degrees.

Ultimately, students with the desire and will to 
succeed will be destined for employment in the 
game development industry, which is rapidly 
expanding, highly profitable and short of qualified 
staff. Take the first step here.

BTEC Computer 
Games Development

What will I study?

YEAR 1 - EDEXCEL LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN 
CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION 

(Games Development) (1/2 A’ Level)

YEAR 2 - EDEXCEL LEVEL 3 SUBSIDIARY 
DIPLOMA IN CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION 

(Games Development) (1 A’ Level)

Computer Game Engines

Research Techniques for the Creative Media 
Industries

Pre-Production Techniques for the Creative 
Media Industries

Communication Skills for Creative Media 
Production

Digital Graphics for Computer Games

Computer Game Design

Computer game Platforms and Technologies
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BTEC Media  
- Film & Television

The focus of this qualification is on the knowledge, skills and techniques required for 
the production of film and television programme material. 

Course facts

• This qualification is equivalent to one A Level 
(Subsidiary Diploma)

• Awards are graded Distinction, Merit and Pass 
and these are broadly equivalent to grades A, B 
and C at A Level

• The course is made up of 60 credit points, the 
same as 6 units at A Level

• You will study 3 Units in Year 1 and the same in 
Year 2

• You will have one class per Unit per week - each 
class lasts 1 hour 45 minutes

The theory/practice distribution is roughly 
30%/70% and consequently, the main thrust of 
the course is on developing the skills required to 
realize film/TV production ideas: camera operation, 
video editing, image manipulation, pre-production, 
production, post-production phases etc.

The skills obtained in this course will benefit 
those who wish to pursue a career in Television, 
Film, Journalism, Marketing, Art and the wider 
Media Industries.

What will I study?

YEAR 1

Unit 1  Research Techniques for the Media 
Industries 

Unit 2  Pre-Production Techniques for the 
Media Industries

Unit 27 Factual Programme Production 
Techniques for TV

YEAR 2

Unit 3  Research Techniques

Unit 24  Writing for Film and Television 

Unit 22  Single Camera Techniques

Unit 29  Music Video Productions

The hospitality sector includes all businesses that provide food, beverages, and/
or accommodation services. This includes restaurants, pubs, bars and clubs, hotels, 
contract catering, and hospitality services. This wide diversity of organisations offers 
a broad range of opportunities for people with the right qualifications and training.

Why choose Hospitality?

According to the British Hospitality Association, 
the UK hospitality and catering industry is made up 
of about 263,000 outlets, and employs a workforce 
of 1.7 million people. A further 270,500 people are 
employed in closely-related areas such as travel 
and tourist services, holiday parks, youth hostels 
and attractions. 

In fact, it is predicted that the demand for graduates 
will grow as there will be 69,000 more managerial 
jobs in the sector in 2017 than in 2007 (People 1st 
State of the Nation Report 2009 - People 1st for 
Hospitality, Leisure, Travel and Tourism). 

Course facts

Clearly the Subsidiary Diploma (National Award) 
in Hospitality can be the first stepping stone to a 
career in a growing industry which offers expansive 
opportunities at a variety of levels in a diverse range 
of business areas.

A Subsidiary Diploma (National Award) in 
Hospitality offers active learning in a vocational 
context and builds student confidence, competence 
and motivation. The vocational learning style can 
optimize student potential through presenting 
results in a wide variety of ways other than written 
text. Also, they don’t have to work alone: group 
interaction can often play a part, for example 
though teamwork and role-play. 

The Subsidiary Diploma (National Award) in 
Hospitality can also enhance the performance 
of A* to C grade capable learners, who 
recognise that the skills that they are 
developing are those that employers will value. 
They are learning in a practical way without the 
need to commit to an apprenticeship. 

BTEC Hospitality

Students often learn best when they can apply their 
own knowledge, skills and enthusiasm to a subject. 
In a subject like hospitality it’s often the case that 
learners are already motivated, knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic. This natural energy can be focused 
and rewarded while assessment is on-going, 
motivating students to analyse and improve their 
own performance. 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in 
Hospitality consists of three mandatory units plus 
optional units that provide for a combined total of 
60 credits (where at least 45 credits must be at 
Level 3 or above), typically four more units on top of 
the three mandatory over the course of two years. 

Please be aware that the structural nature of 
this programme determines that a recognised 
qualification can only be attained after successful 
completion of both years of the programmes. 
There is no AS equivalence.

What will I study?

The Hospitality Industry

Principles of Supervising Customer Service

Performance in Hospitality, Leisure,  
Travel and Tourism

Providing Customer Service in Hospitality
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BTEC Sport and 
Exercise Science

This course is designed to provide a broad understanding of the area of sport, 
exercise and fitness.

Course facts

Subsidiary Diploma in Sport and Exercise 
Sciences students will be given a full insight 
into the sports industry through academic 
and practical work-based assignments, which 
have been designed in conjunction with local 
sport and recreation providers. 

All students are expected to participate in 
a range of theory and practical activities 
during their time on the course. Students will 
be also be provided with the opportunity 
to deliver sports coaching sessions. These 
sessions allow the students to enhance their 
communication and organisational skills, as 
well as provide them with the opportunity to 
build their confidence. 

A Subsidiary Diploma is a practical, work-
related course. Students learn by completing 
projects and assignments that are based on 
realistic workplace situations, activities and 
demands. Students are required to complete 
6 units over the 2 years.

In Yr. 13 students will complete a BTEC Level 3 
Certificate in Sport and Exercise Science. This 
programme is the equivalent of an A/S level.

In Yr. 14 students will “top up” and complete 
a BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport 
and Exercise Science. This programme is the 
equivalent of an A-level.

Assessment Methods: A wide variety 
of assessment methods will be used 
throughout the 2-year course. These include 
written documents, practical assessments, 
presentations, logbooks, use of video evidence 
etc. All assignments are set and marked by the 
course tutors and all assessment is portfolio 
based (No external exams).

Entry Requirements

Minimum 4 GCSEs (grade C or above), a 
waiting list may be applied, subject to demand.

Career pathways

Successful completion of the course can 
lead to relevant Higher Education courses, 
for example, the Higher National Diploma in 
Sport at South West College. The qualification 
can also be combined with other subjects to 
form part of a UCAS/ University application.

Possible pathways include Sports Nutrition, 
Sports Coaching, Personal Training, Leisure 
Management, Leisure and Events Management, 
Sports Therapy, Teaching or Fitness Instructing.

What will I study?

Anatomy for Sport and Exercise 

Sport and Exercise Physiology 

Sport and Exercise Psychology

Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise

Current Issues in Sport

Exercise, Health and Lifestyle

This qualification equivalent to 3 A-levels will be delivered in school in partnership 
with LLS.

Course facts

Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport 

Coaching & Development. UCAS points = up to 168.

Career pathways

University: UUJ, Stranmillis, Liverpool Hope 
and Manchester Met are our main university 
destinations. Sports Science, Sports Coaching 
and Sports Studies are the three main choices of 
degrees each year.

College: Foundation degrees in sports, exercise 
and fitness in Belfast Met and Liverpool College 

Global pathways: each year our graduates have 
the opportunity to take up both short (9 weeks) 
and long term (12 months) contracts with our 
global coaching partners in America, Canada, Sri 
Lanka, Qatar and China. There are unlimited places 
in America and Canada and 6-8 places in each of 
the other destinations. 

Sports Apprenticeships: Graduate apprenticeships 
with local sports companies. We partner with 
Healthy Kidz and Skill School NI so each year we 
have 2-3 graduates go straight into full time jobs and 
apprenticeships in the coaching and sports industry.

Scholarship: We provide the foundation for a full 
time playing and studying pathway in America 
through our scholarship programme.

Entry Requirements

• In addition to the GCSE requirements shown 
below, it is expected that students will attend 5 
LLS enrolment events held at the partner school 
or on Zoom. 

• A minimum of five GCSE’s (or equivalent) at 
Grades A to C are required. 

• A C or above in GCSE PE or a Merit in  
BTEC Sport is desired, but not essential. 

Fulltime Level 3 
Sports Industry 
Programme

What will I study?

YEAR 1

Anatomy & Physiology in Sport

Health, Wellbeing &Sport

Developing Coaching Skills

Sports Development

Self Employment in Sport

Careers in Sport

YEAR 2

Sports Nutrition

Applied Coaching Skills

Sports Injuries

Fitness Testing

Fitness Training

Sports Psychology
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Teambuilding  
& Networking

First year students from across 
England, Northern Ireland and 
Wales will enjoy a 1-night stay at 
our Liverpool Head Quarters in 
September. This team building 
experience is a great way to get 
to know your new classmates and 
you can enjoy activities including 
water-sports, free running and 
mixed martial arts.

Our state-of-the-art building plays 
host to many guest speakers 
throughout the year so HQ could 
be a place you become very 
familiar with.

Elite Study  
Visits

The UK is fortunate to have some 
world-class training facilities. Our 
students can learn from gaining 
behind-the-scenes access to 
the following: Premier League 
football academies, St George’s 
Park, England Institute of Sport 
and the Manchester Velodrome, 
to name a few.

Global Coaches 
Conference

Our GCC is available to all LLS 
students who like the idea of 
working abroad. Each year we 
select a different venue in the 
UK to welcome employers from 
countries such as USA, Canada, 
Finland, Sri Lanka, Qatar, China 
and Australia. Whether you are 
looking for a summer in the 
States to a year in Doha, LLS have 
opportunities for you.

Rewards  
trips

Hard work isn’t optional with LLS, 
it is expected. But if you commit 
yourself to your studies, each 
term you and your classmates will 
be able to enjoy rewards trips to 
places such as Chill Factore and 
Airkix Manchester.

Guest  
Speakers

Meeting a professional sports 
star or personality is an exciting 
opportunity for most people. At 
LLS, we take this on to the next 
level with our guest speaker 
series. Each month, our students 
can enjoy intimate Q&A’s with 
sports leaders from athletes, 
to psychologists, and coaches 
to TV presenters. Make a good 
impression and you could have 
a famous name on your CV or 
UCAS application.

Tour  
Madrid

If you are considering coaching 
abroad at the end of your 
2-year course with LLS, our 
advice would be to try our 
4-day tour of Madrid first. This 
unforgettable trip will give you 
the chance to volunteer with 
Spanish children, train alongside 
Spanish National coaches and 
enjoy a live La Liga fixture.

Contact Emmett Clerkin on 07745651453  
or on Emmett.Clerkin@llsonline to register your interest.

We are extremely proud of all of our pupils and bid them a fond 
farewell as they move on to the next stage in their lives.

Destination of Year 14 
Leavers since 2019

CAFRE
Kirsty Blair – Agricultural Technology  
with Professional Studies

E + I Engineering
Reuben Orr – Apprenticeship (alongside HNC 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering)

Edinburgh Napier University
Charles Roesia – Psychology with Sociology

Employment
James Preston

Tori Williamson

Sarah Black

Gap Year 
Tom Harpur

Ellie Hayes

Catherine Mehaffy

Holly Milligan

Niall Preston

Rebekah Coyle

Emily Finlay

Orla McAdams

Harper Adams University 
Eve Kelly – Veterinary Nursing with Companion 
Animal Behaviour (with Placement)

Keele University 
Bartlomiej Bialek – Accounting and Finance with 
Foundation Year

Jordan McAuley – Mathematics

Leeds Beckett University 
Jessica Linton – Occupational Therapy

Liverpool Hope University
Lucy Robb – Psychology

Liverpool John Moores University 
Ella Hendly – Marketing

Rebecca Robinson – Education Studies & Early Years

Edwina McAuley – Primary Teaching

Alex Burke – Criminology & Psychology

Saskia Burke – Animal Behaviour

London South Bank University
Dylan Hamilton – Business Management with 

Enterprise in Entrepreneurship

Manchester Metropolitan
Jade Bustard – Foundation Degree  

in Psychology

Sarah Hetherington – Healthcare Science

North West Regional College 
Emma Britton – Science and Health & Social Care 

Foundation Degree

Sarah Cochrane – Health & Social Care

Laura Harpur – Childcare

Amy Magee – Foundation Degree in Childcare

Erin McCrossan – Art 

Harry McCrossan – Graphic Design

Sharah McGarrigle – Extended Diploma in Health 

Science

Ellie Black – Foundation Degree  

in Health & Social Care Science

Adam Canning – Music Production

Ellie Colhoun – Foundation Degree  

in Health & Social Care Science 

Aisling Conaghan – Music Production

Chelsie Hamilton – Healthcare Practice

Steven Shields – Engineering 

Kirsten Wade – Childcare

Northern Ireland Electricity 
Joel Blackburn – Apprenticeship

Queen Margaret University 
Aileen McGerrigle – Diagnostic Radiography

Queen's University Belfast
Jessica Browne – Environmental Management

Stephen Browne – Mathematics

Rhiannon Darragh – Midwifery

James McCrory-Aston – Civil Engineering (with a 

Year in Industry)

Hannah Millar – Social Work

Jamie Browne – Geography 

Olivia Craig – Nursing 

Dharma Darragh – Nursing
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T: 028 8167 0460 byrnecoachhire.com

T: 028 7138 2100
valeriemanningjewellery.co.uk

T: 028 7138 2636
parkviewvetclinic.co.uk mcbrideretail.com

T: 028 8164 8205
morrispolytunnels.co.uk

T: 028 7138 2385
info@jagamble.co.uk

T: 028 7138 3031   
mccolgans.ie

civil engineering & utilities contractors

T: 028 7188 0735
markjamesmenswear.co.uk

T: 028 7134 5608
glenkeen.co.uk

T: 028 7138 2339  patkirk.com

T: 028 7188 6023
quigleymacmanussolicitors.co.uk

Orlagh Falconer – Finance

Ava Mai McGillion – Politics & Conflict Studies

Anthony McNutt – Mathematics 

Jordan Mealiff – Finance

Ryan Miller – Mathematics with Statistics & 
Operational Research 

Jack Sayers – Mechanical Engineering

Jon Fulton – Computer Science 

Jordan Quinn – Computer Science

Amber Rodgers – Agricultural Technology

Rohin Smyth – Aerospace Engineering

Royal Navy 
Jason Henderson

South West College
Ryan Caldwell – Car Mechanics 

Stranmillis University College
Alice Sayers – Primary Teaching

Emily Bresland – Primary Teaching

Strathclyde University
Jamie Barclay – Computer Science

Nathan McKittrick – Computer Science

Fionntan Moore – Chemical Engineering

Jack Kee – Biomedical Engineering

Trinity College Dublin 
Alvena Sharma – Law

Ulster University
Nikita Allen – Business with Education

Isaac Coulter – Construction Engineering and 
Management

Emma Gamble – Art and Design (Foundation Year 
for Specialist Degrees)

Ava Gardiner – History with Education

Abbey-Lei McCafferty – Law

Sophie McCann – Applied Biomedical Science 
(Pathology) with placement year

Ethan McGettigan – Civil Engineering

Eilise Meehan – Law

Sarah Monteith – Adult Nursing

Nicholas Sayers – Business Studies

Rhiannon Bates – Optometry 

Lauren Crawford – Biomedical Science

Gavin Doherty –Quantity Surveying

Leon Duffy – Law 

Shannen Duffy – Mental Health Nursing

Gareth Duncan – Mental Health Nursing

Kelsey Loughlin – Biomedical Science

Rebecca Lowry – Language and Linguistics

Leah McColgan – Biomedical Science

Hannah McGettigan – Politics with Criminology

Dylan McGlynn – Teaching 

Amie-Lee Muir – Social Policy & Criminology

Zara O’Neill – Marketing 

Ben Sayers – Architectural Technology & 

Management

Aaron Wiley – Mechanical Engineering

Hannah Darragh – Finance

Matthew Donaghey – Mechatronic Engineering

Jake Hendly – Computing Technology

Aine Hunter – Leisure & Events Management

Kelsey Maxwell – Psychology 

Matthew O’Donnell – Computer Science

Adlanta Wallace – Art & Design

University of Aberdeen
Alexandra Keville – Philosophy & Psychology

University of Bristol
John Mehaffy – Law

University of Dundee 
Laura Kelly – Social Work

Jade Walsh – Law (Scots and English) Dual 

Qualifying

Kerri McCrea – Law

University of Edinburgh
Jonathan Gamble – Physics 

University of Glasgow
Fionntan Moore – Chemical Engineering

Rachel Crawford – French 

University of Liverpool 
Finn Hampton – Economics

Angel Laird – Radiography 

Toni McGillian – Social Work

Karl McIntyre – Cybersecurity 

James Gurney – History

University of Manchester 
Fionn Devine – Pharmacy

Amy Walker – Geography with International Study

University of Northampton
Richard Smyth – Multi-media Sports Journalism

Garry Magee – Engineering

University of Nottingham
Adam McKittrick – Aerospace Engineering

Lauren Kee – Veterinary Medicine

University of the West of England
Jacob Wood – Product Design Technology

T: 028 8289 8636
millscontracts.com

J  A  G A M B L E  &  CO  LT D 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS & CIVIL ENGINEERS 

strabaneacademy.co.uk38



Strabane Academy
61 Derry Road, Strabane, Co Tyrone, BT82 8LD

028 7188 2578 / info@strabaneacademy.strabane.ni.sch.uk

strabaneacademy.co.uk

Produced by 20/20 Design and Marketing - info@20x2.co.uk / 07774 753 356

Strabane Academy


	BTEC Applied Science 
	Art & Design
	Biology
	Business Studies
	Chemistry
	Digital Technology
	Drama
	English Literature
	Geography
	Government & Politics
	Health & Social Care
	History
	IT
	Mathematics
	Media Studies
	Journalism in 
the Media & 
Communications 
Industry
	Modern Languages - French and German
	Physical Education
	Physics
	Religious Studies
	Technology & Design
	BTEC Agriculture - 
	Land Based Business
	BTEC Applied Science 
	at South West College
	BTEC Children’s 
Care, Learning and Development
	BTEC Manufacturing Engineering 
	BTEC Computer Games Development
	BTEC Media 
- Film & Television
	BTEC Hospitality
	BTEC Sport and Exercise Science
	Fulltime Level 3 Sports Industry Programme

